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LIFT Evaluation Report of
http://www.ub.uio.no/ubfelles/db/baser/alfliste.html

Summary report

Total issues: 21 Manual issues: 20

Page issues

status test name priority guideline issues

Non spacer IMG needs LONGDESC 1 508(a) WCAG(1.1) 3

Non spacer IMG with equivalent ALT 1 508(a) WCAG(1.1) 3

Multimedia with equivalent audio
description

1 508(b) WCAG(1.3) 2

Multimedia with synchronized alternative 1 508(b) WCAG(1.4) 2

Style sheets should not be necessary 1 508(d) WCAG(6.1) 2

Clarify natural language usage 1 WCAG(4.1) 1

Use clear language for site's content 1 WCAG(14.1) 1

Colors are visible 1 508(c) WCAG(2.2) 1

Color is not essential 1 508(c) WCAG(2.1) 1

Form is accessible 1 508(n) 1

Link to plug−in is present 1 508(m) 1

Skip repetitive links 1 508(o) WCAG(13.6) 1

Data table should have headers 1 508(g) WCAG(5.1) 1

No LONGDESC for spacer IMG 3 508(a) WCAG(1.1) 1

Test: Non spacer IMG needs LONGDESC

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(a)
WCAG(1.1)

Description:

Image does not have a longdesc attribute, linking it to an HTML file providing a detailed description that
would not fit in the ALT attribute.
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List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 48) Non spacer image may need a LONGDESC attribute.
/visuell−profil/grafikk/studier/logotopp_blaa3.gif

• 

(line: 67) Non spacer image may need a LONGDESC attribute.
/visuell−profil/grafikk/studier/logobunn_hvit3.gif

• 

(line: 72) Non spacer image may need a LONGDESC attribute.
/visuell−profil/grafikk/bibliotek/ub.gif

• 

How to check:

Please check if the image presents information that is not included in the page or in the text equivalent (i.e.
the ALT attribute) for the image.

If describing the image will add information not present in the text of the page, then you need to provide a
description of the image. The amount of information in the image and the context in which it will be used will
determine how detailed the description should be.

However, since not many browsers at the moment support the longdesc attribute, you may also want to
place, near the image, a so called D−link, a normal textual link with label "D" pointing to an HTML page
providing a full image description. Example:

    <IMG src="chart.gif" alt="chart of beverages distribution"
    longdesc="chart.html"><A href="chart.html">D</A>

Alternatively, placing a rich textual description close to the image (like a caption) is a viable solution. In such
a case you don't need the longdesc attribute nor the D−link.

Explanation:

The ALT attribute cannot be used to provide a full length description of the content of an image. Think of a
diagram, a histogram or a chart. Or even a product picture in an online catalog. To describe its content you
need more flexibility.

The longdesc attribute can be used to provide a long description of the associated image that would not fit in
the ALT attribute. By including longdesc="any_HTML_file" in your IMG tag you can link the image
to the HTML file containing a formatted description of the image. The long description (unlike the ALT
attribute) can contain HTML code, with links to other resources, formatting instructions, etc.

However, since not many browsers at the moment support the longdesc attribute, you may also want to
place, near the image, a so called D−link, a normal textual link with label "D" pointing to an HTML page
providing a full image description. Example:

    <IMG src="chart.gif" alt="chart of beverages distribution"
    longdesc="chart.html"><A href="chart.html">D</A>

Alternatively, placing a rich textual description close to the image (like a caption) is a viable solution. In such
a case you don't need the longdesc attribute or the D−link.

Notice that adding a good alternative description to images is very important nowadays as many users, for one
reason or the other, are not able to take advantage of graphics (not the least, users of cellular phones, PDAs,
browsers installed in cars, etc.)
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Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on the IMG tag;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the longdesc attribute;• 
the W3C on how to define the longdesc attribute;• 
some examples about LONGDESC and D−links;• 
the W3C on how to define the ALT attribute.• 

Test: Non spacer IMG with equivalent ALT

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(a)
WCAG(1.1)

Description:

The image appears to have more than a decorative role (i.e. it is not a spacer). It should have an equivalent
textual description.

List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 48) ALT="Universitetet i Oslo"
/visuell−profil/grafikk/studier/logotopp_blaa3.gif

• 

(line: 67) ALT="Universitetet i Oslo"
/visuell−profil/grafikk/studier/logobunn_hvit3.gif

• 

(line: 72) ALT="Bibliotekstjenester − banner"
/visuell−profil/grafikk/bibliotek/ub.gif

• 

How to check:

Please check if the current ALT description conveys the same meaning of the image.

It should explain the role the image plays in the page: why it's there, what does it represent, how does it
present the information. (Imagine hearing the description over the phone.)

If the image is used as the content of a link and you provide link text too, use a space as the ALT attribute
value of the IMG element. In such a case link text should be the alternative description for the image.

If the image is used as a hidden link, then its ALT should describe the link destination.

However if the image has only decorative purposes (like bullets), its ALT string should be the empty string
("") or the blank one (" ").

Explanation:

The ALT attribute describes the associated image so that users without graphics−enabled browsers can still
effectively navigate the page.
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Therefore the description should convey the same information as the image and it should explain the role the
image plays in the page: why it's there, what does it represent, how does it present the information.

If the image is used within a hidden link (i.e. a normal A tag with a spacer as label), then its ALT should
describe the link destination. The ALT content is all that non−graphical browsers show for a hidden link.
(Hidden links is a technique that can be used to fulfill the 508 rule 1194.22(o) "A method shall be provided
that permits users to skip repetitive navigation links" and WAI checkpoint 13.6.)

Notice that adding a good alternative description to images is very important nowadays as many users, for one
reason or the other, are not able to take advantage of graphics (not least, users of cellular phones, PDAs,
browsers installed in cars, etc.).

Learn More:

the W3C on how to include objects and images;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the IMG tag;• 
the W3C Accessibility guidelines on ALT descriptions;• 
the W3C on how to define the ALT attribute;• 
a tutorial on the use of ALT text in IMGs;• 
another tutorial on alternative content for graphics rich of examples;• 
J. Nielsen's Alert Box on ALT descriptions;• 
the 508 standard.• 

Test: Multimedia with equivalent audio description

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(b)
WCAG(1.3)

Description:

The page contains elements embedding multimedia files (OBJECT or EMBED) or elements referring directly
to them (A, AREA).

Please check if auditory descriptions are provided for every visual track in the multimedia presentation.

List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 284) A direct link to a multimedia file is present.
A direct link: HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/CochraneLibrarysokeveiledning.pdf"

• 

<A HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/Cochran

(line: 634) A direct link to a multimedia file is present.
A direct link: HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/pedroveil.doc"

• 

<A HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/pedrove

How to check:
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The page contains elements embedding multimedia files (OBJECT or EMBED) or elements referring directly
to them (A, AREA). Please check that audio descriptions are provided for all important visual information as:

alternative tracks of the multimedia file;• 
links to specific audio files.• 

Explanation:

Generally, multimedia presentations require users to rely on more than one sense, such as combining a
reliance on hearing and vision to understand the content of a page. While these advances make web pages
more interesting and "layered" for people without disabilities, those with disabilities face new barriers to
understanding a page's content.

To ensure that multimedia is accessible to users with visual impairments, agencies should ensure that audio
descriptions of video portions are provided in all cases, except where the video portion of a presentation is
unimportant to understanding a presentation.

Auditory descriptions of the visual track provide narration of the key visual elements without interfering with
the audio or dialog of a movie. Key visual elements include actions, settings, body language, graphics, and
displayed text.

Until the format you are using supports alternative tracks, you could add a link to an existing audio
description file.

Learn More:

Netscape on the EMBED element;• 
the W3C on Generic inclusion: the OBJECT element;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on A and AREA elements;• 
the W3C Accessibility guidelines on multimedia equivalent alternatives;• 
the W3C on Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language (SMIL) 1.0 Specification;• 
the 508 standard.• 

Test: Multimedia with synchronized alternative

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(b)
WCAG(1.4)

Description:

The page contains elements embedding multimedia files (OBJECT or EMBED) or elements referring directly
to them (A, AREA).

Please check if equivalent alternatives (e.g., captions or auditory descriptions of the visual track) are
synchronized with the multimedia presentation.

List of issues (Manual inspection required):
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(line: 284) A direct link to a multimedia file is present.
A direct link: HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/CochraneLibrarysokeveiledning.pdf"

• 

<A HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/Cochran

(line: 634) A direct link to a multimedia file is present.
A direct link: HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/pedroveil.doc"

• 

<A HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/pedrove

How to check:

The page contains elements embedding multimedia files (OBJECT or EMBED) or elements referring directly
to them (A, AREA). Please check that:

for any multimedia content, text captioning is provided for all audible output;• 
all audio descriptions and text captions are synchronized with their associated dynamic content.• 

Explanation:

Auditory presentations must be accompanied by text transcripts, textual equivalents of auditory events. When
these transcripts are presented synchronously with a video presentation they are called captions and are used
by people who cannot hear the audio track of the video material.

Some media formats (e.g., QuickTime 3.0 and SMIL) allow captions and video descriptions to be added to the
multimedia clip. SAMI allows captions to be added.

Until the format you are using supports alternative tracks, two versions of the movie could be made available,
one with captions and descriptive video, and one without. Some technologies, such as SMIL and SAMI, allow
separate audio/visual files to be combined with text files via a synchronization file to create captioned audio
and movies.

Some technologies also allow the user to choose from multiple sets of captions to match their reading skills.
For more information see the SMIL 1.0 specification.

Learn More:

Netscape on the EMBED element;• 
the W3C on Generic inclusion: the OBJECT element;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on A and AREA elements;• 
the W3C Accessibility guidelines on multimedia equivalent alternatives;• 
the W3C on Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language (SMIL) 1.0 Specification;• 
the 508 standard.• 

Test: Style sheets should not be necessary

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(d)
WCAG(6.1)
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Description:

The page requires the use of Cascade Style Sheets (CSS). Please verify if the page can be understood and
navigated without applying style specifications.

List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 7) The page uses style sheets to present its content. There might be browsers unable to
understand style sheets or provided style sheets may conflict with user−specified style information.

• 

<LINK HREF="file:///V|/visuell−profil/css/uio.css

(line: 9) The page uses style sheets to present its content. There might be browsers unable to
understand style sheets or provided style sheets may conflict with user−specified style information.

• 

<LINK HREF="/visuell−profil/css/uio.css" REL="sty

How to check:

Please check that this document can be read without style sheets.

Explanation:

Cascade Style Sheets (CSS) is a great technology for separating content and its structure from presentation.
Usually, when content is organized logically, it will be rendered in a meaningful order when style sheets are
turned off or not supported. However there may be situations where CSS gets in the way, limiting
accessibility to a web page.

old browsers do not support CSS, and thus page authors should not rely on styles to convey
information or enable navigation;

• 

user−defined style information (like font size, font color) should be unaffected by styles specified in
the page.

• 

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on adding styles to documents;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the STYLE element;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the style attribute;• 
what the W3C says about browsers default styles;• 
the W3C/WAI Guideline 6 and Checkpoint 6.1;• 
W3C/WAI suggested techniques for appropriate use of content with CSS styles;• 
W3C/WAI suggested techniques for specifying horizontal rules.• 

Test: Clarify natural language usage

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: WCAG(4.1)
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Description:

Please check if the page contains chunks of text written using different natural languages (i.e. English, French,
Spanish, etc.). If so, then every chunk should be contained in a tag with a lang attribute.

How to check:

Clearly identify changes in the natural language of a document's text and any text equivalents:

identify chunks of text written using different natural languages;• 
add a lang attribute to the innermost element containing the text for each chunk identified previously.• 

Explanation:

If you use a number of different languages on a page, make sure that any changes in language are clearly
identified by using the lang attribute.

Identifying changes in language is important for a number of reasons:

users who are reading the document in braille will be able to substitute the appropriate control codes
(markup) where language changes occur to ensure that the braille translation software will generate
the correct characters (accented characters, for instance);

• 

similarly, speech synthesizers that speak multiple languages will be able to generate the text in the
appropriate accent with proper pronunciation. If changes are not marked, the synthesizer will
pronounce the words in the language it works in, usually producing sounds that cannot be understood;

• 

users who are unable to translate between languages themselves, will be able to have unfamiliar
languages translated by machine translators.

• 

Consider that more and more sites will be accessed through audio only devices (for example by telephone).

The lang attribute may be helpful in many other situations:

assisting search engines;• 
helping a browser select glyph variants for high quality typography;• 
helping a browser choose a set of quotation marks;• 
helping a browser make decisions about hyphenation, ligatures, and spacing;• 
assisting spell checkers and grammar checkers.• 

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on the lang attribute;• 
the W3C Accessibility Guideline 4;• 
the W3C HTML techniques on identifying changes in language.• 
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Test: Use clear language for site's content

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline:
WCAG(14.1)

Description:

Consistent page layout, recognizable graphics, and easy to understand language benefit all users. In particular,
they help people with cognitive disabilities or who have difficulty reading.

Using clear and simple language promotes effective communication. Access to written information can be
difficult for people who have cognitive or learning disabilities. Using clear and simple language also benefits
people whose first language differs from your own, including those people who communicate primarily in
sign language.

How to check:

The page contains text: please check if it is easy to read by everyone, especially by people with reading and/or
cognitive disabilities.

Explanation:

The following are some of the writing style suggestions that should help make the content of your site easier
to read.

Strive for clear and accurate headings and link descriptions (some users browse by jumping from link
to link and listening only to link text).

• 

State the topic of the sentence or paragraph at the beginning of the sentence or paragraph (this is
called "front−loading"). This will help both people who are skimming visually, but also people who
use speech synthesizers.

• 

Limit each paragraph to one main idea.• 
Avoid slang, jargon, and specialized meanings of familiar words, unless defined within your
document.

• 

Favor words that are commonly used. For example, use "begin" rather than "commence" or use "try"
rather than "endeavor".

• 

To help determine whether your document is easy to read, consider using the Gunning−Fog reading measure.
This algorithm, when run on a text, generally produces a lower score when content is easier to read. If you
find your Index soaring into the teens (or higher!), beware: you've lost most of your audience in the dense fog!

Learn More:

the W3C Accessibility Guideline 14;• 
the W3C on Writing style;• 
the Gunning−Fog reading measure, an example on how it works.• 
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Test: Colors are visible

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(c)
WCAG(2.2)

Description:

The page uses some colors and there might be cases where the contrast between foreground and background
colors is not sufficient to differentiate them.

How to check:

Please check that colors and colored items in the page can be clearly differentiated in all the possible contexts
in which users may be using the page. Make sure that the contrast between foreground and background items
is conveyed by other means in addition to colors, like different font styles, font sizes, font faces.

Easy ways to test the page are:

view the page on a black and white screen and go through each of its elements;• 
print the page on a black and white printer;• 
take the printout and copy it two or three times to see how it degrades. This will show you where you
need to add redundant cues (like underlying links) or whether the cues are too small or indistinct to
hold up well.

• 

Explanation:

There are many situations where a bad choice of colors hinders perception and comprehension of some
information item or image in a page.

The bad choice may depend on many factors including:

bad choice of background/foreground colors;• 
the user uses a screen incapable of rendering colors with the same quality as the one used by the page
designer;

• 

the user is accessing the page via a black and white PDA or cell phone;• 
the user needs to print the page on a black and while printer;• 
the user is color−blind.• 

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on color names and color usage;• 
the HTML 4.0 (deprecated) attribute to specify background color;• 
the WAI guideline on accessible color usage;• 
specific techniques suggested by WAI to handle colors in accessible pages;• 
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Test: Color is not essential

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(c)
WCAG(2.1)

Description:

The page contains colors so checks must be made that the information conveyed with the page does not relies
on those colors.

How to check:

Please check that the page can be understood and navigated even if users do not have the ability to identify
specific colors or differentiate between colors.

Easy ways to test the page are:

view the page on a black and white screen and go through each of its elements;• 
print the page on a black and white printer;• 
scan the page and find sentences like press the red button.• 

Explanation:

There are many situations where a person cannot make use of any or some colors. These include:

bad choice of background/foreground colors;• 
people using a textual browser;• 
people listening to a reading browser;• 
people using a black and white display, like a PDA or cell phone;• 
color−blind people;• 
poorly sighted or blind people.• 

Colors on a page should be used only as decorative, or graphically enhancing devices. Not for encoding
information.

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on color names and color usage;• 
the HTML 4.0 (deprecated) attribute to specify background color;• 
the WAI guideline on accessible color usage;• 
specific techniques suggested by WAI to handle colors in accessible pages.• 

Test: Form is accessible

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(n)
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Description:

The page contains a FORM element whose components appears to be laid out by a table. It may be the case
that the table, when linearized, makes the form not usable any more (for example because a field is displaced
from its prompt).

List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 43) Check if the linearized version of the form is still usable.
Elements of FORM inside a table:

(line: 50): <INPUT NAME="text" SIZE="19" TYPE="text">♦ 
(line: 62): <INPUT ALT="SÃ¸k" NAME="soek" TYPE="submit" VALUE="SÃ¸k">♦ 
(line: 52): <SELECT CLASS="Topsoek" NAME="engine" SIZE="1">♦ 

• 

<FORM ACTION="http://sok.uio.no/perl/velgsok.pl">
 <TABLE BORDER="0" CELLPADDING="0" CELLSPACING="0

How to check:

Please check that the form components (prompts and controls) are properly rendered also by non graphically
enabled browsers. In particular check that the table used to layout the form can be properly linearized. A
simple way to do it is simply to strip the table markup from the table. Another quick test is to run a piece of
paper down the page and read your table line by line.

You can check how tables and forms are linearized by using the LIFT Online service at
www.usablenet.com/products_services that presents a page as would be displayed by the lynx
textual browser.

Explanation:

Using a TABLE element to layout FORM components may lead to forms that are not usable. This may
happen if the prompt of a field, check−box, radio−button (i.e. the description of the meaning of the input
control) is laid out far away from the input control it refers to. Such forms will be not usable at all by any
users of browsers unable to lay out the table as the web designer would expect. Consider that this may happen
when the user is accessing the page via a reading browser or via a device with a small screen (a PDA, a cell
phone).

See a detailed discussion on the effect of layout tables on navigation.

You can check how forms are linearized by using the LIFT Online service that presents a page as would be
displayed by the lynx textual browser.

Another thing to consider when making a form accessible is the tabbing order of its elements. Usually by
pressing the TAB key on the keyboard the user is able to move sequentially from one component to the next
one according to the order in which they are defined in the HTML page. Sometimes, however, a designer
might want to specify a different ordering, and this can be achieved via the  tabindex attribute set for
INPUT, A, BUTTON, AREA, OBJECT, SELECT, TEXTAREA elements inside a FORM.

Finally, for the same kinds of elements inside a FORM, the designer may associate keyboard accelerators to
activate those elements via the  accesskey attribute.
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Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on forms in general ;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the FORM tag;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the LABEL tag that can be used to associate a prompt to an input control;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the TABINDEX attribute;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the ACCESSKEY attribute;• 
a detailed discussion on linearizing tables.• 

Test: Link to plug−in is present

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(m)

Description:

The page contains a programmatic object (a plug−in or an applet) that may require a specific plug−in for the
browser in order to interpret the page content.

Please check that the object is accessible or that the page contains a link to an equivalent object that is
accessible. You should also check that the page contains a link to a resource where the plug−in can be
downloaded.

List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 284) A PDF file is used: is it accessible? If not, is there a link to an accessible version of the
document?
HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/CochraneLibrarysokeveiledning.pdf"

• 

<A HREF="http://www.ub.uio.no/umh/generelt/Cochran

How to check:

Please check that the object is accessible or that the page contains a link to an equivalent object that is
accessible. You should also check that the page contains a link to a resource where the plug−in can be
downloaded.

Explanation:

Programmatic objects may change the page presentation (like color of a button), its content (like providing
new specific information) and its navigation options (like presenting new links to follow). Consider for
example java applets, Flash, ShockWave, RealAudio or RealVideo files. Each of these objects must be
accessible; if this is not possible then the page should contain links to other versions of such objects that are
accessible. When evaluating the accessibility of plug−ins it may be useful to refer to the Access Board's
section 508 rule as it applies to software, 36 C.F.R. 1194.21 (available at:
www.access−board.gov/sec508/508standards.htm). In addition, if these objects require some specific plug−in
for the browser, the page should provide the means for the user to get and install such a plug−in.
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(description taken from www.usdoj.gov/crt/508/web.htm) In general, PDF documents can be created in
several different ways and each method has separate implications for accessibility:

Scanning a document into PDF creates a so−called "PDF Image Only" file that is essentially a graphic
representation of the document and, like a photograph with no associated text, is generally unreadable
by screen reader technology.

1. 

Scanning a document into PDF and then running it through OCR ("optical character recognition")
technology converts the text images into searchable text. Such documents must be checked carefully
for accuracy.

2. 

Printing a file directly into PDF format converts the electronic information into a digital
representation of the document that is somewhat readable to assistive technology.

3. 

Writing a document inside Adobe Acrobat can also result in a document that is somewhat readable by
assistive technology.

4. 

Web developers should try to use the last two methods of creating pdf files and should avoid the first method
entirely. Agencies should also test the accessibility of their PDF documents using screen readers before
posting them to their web sites. Adobe's accessibility site includes the latest recommendations for making
PDF files accessible (access.adobe.com). Finally, agencies should be careful that non−text content be
accompanied by text descriptions in PDF files. Agencies that choose to publish web−based documents in PDF
should simultaneously publish the same documents in another more accessible format, such as HTML.

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on objects and applets;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the OBJECT tag;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the APPLET tag;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on scripts;• 
Netscape on the EMBED element;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the SCRIPT tag.• 

Test: Skip repetitive links

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(o)
WCAG(13.6)

Description:

If the page contains a set of navigational links placed at standard positions − often across the top, bottom, or
side of a page − then a textual link should be present to allow users of non graphical browsers to skip those
links and move to the page content.

How to check:

(This test applies only if this page has a standard set of navigational links placed at a standard location − often
across the top, bottom, or side of a page.)
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If the page does have such links then check if there is a link that would enable users to skip those
navigationals.

The easiest way is to place a normal textual link ("skip navigationals") that points to a named anchor in the
same page just where the actual content begins.

A more effective way is to begin the HTML page with a link pointing to the content of the page whose label is
a transparent gif with an appropriate ALT defined. For example:

   <A href="#content">
     <IMG alt="skip to page content" src="spacer.gif" width="1" height="1">
   </A>

In this way users of graphical browsers would not see that link, but it could be seen and used by users of
non−graphical browsers.

Explanation:

Web designers often place a set of navigational links at a standard location − often across the top, bottom, or
side of a page. If a non−disabled visitor returns to a web page or site and knows that s/he wants to view the
contents of that particular page instead of selecting a navigation link to go to another page, s/he may simply
look past the links and begin reading wherever the desired text is located. For those who use screen readers or
other types of assistive technologies, however, it can be a tedious and time−consuming chore to wait for the
assistive technology to work through and announce each of the standard navigational links before getting to
the page content.

To reduce the consequences of this problem there should be a mechanism for users to skip repetitive
navigational links.

You can find an example of this technique on this page.

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on links in general ;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the anchor names;• 
the W3C/WAI on grouping and bypassing links;• 
a detailed discussion on linearizing layout tables and its effects on navigation;• 
you can check how links are shown after linearizing tables by using the LIFT Online service that
presents a page as would be displayed by the lynx textual browser.

• 

Test: Data table should have headers

Pending issue: it needs to be manually checked Priority: 1 Guideline: 508(g)
WCAG(5.1)

Description:
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The page includes a table that does not have specific cells marked as headers (i.e. TH elements). Please check
if the table is used to present data and in such a case provide header information.

List of issues (Manual inspection required):

(line: 44) The page contains a table that might be used to present data. If this is the case, then the
table has to have headers for rows and columns (i.e. TH elements).

• 

<TABLE BORDER="0" CELLPADDING="0" CELLSPACING="0" WIDTH="100%">
 <TBODY>
  <TR>
   <TD CLASS="tdwid

How to check:

Please verify if the table is used to arrange and present data. If not, skip this problem.

Otherwise, make sure that each row and column has appropriate headers.

This is accomplished (in the simplest way) by defining a table row of cells marked with  TH tag and having
the first cell of each other row marked with  TH again.

In addition:

 TH elements should set the ID attribute for identification;• 
TD elements should set the  HEADERS attribute to refer to the appropriate  TH elements.• 

Alternatively the  TH element may specify a  SCOPE='col' or  SCOPE='row' attribute meaning that
the header refers to the entire column or row, respectively.

It might be a good idea to use the attribute ABBR for TH in order to provide a more concise description of the
header that can be repeated over and over by specialized browsers.

Explanation:

There are two flavors of tables that can be used in an HTML page:

Data tables are used to present data such as a bus schedule, a comparison of regional sales figures, or a listing
of employee contact information. Cells in data tables are related to each other and usually must be perceived
as a group. Layout tables on the other hand are used to arrange images and text on a page according to set
grid. Each cell in a layout table is normally independent and can be viewed on its own.

Data tables are used to convey information in a bidirectional medium, which often is not available. Consider
for example:

a textual browser that may not align correctly rows and columns (for example because the content of a
cell wraps);

• 

a reading browser, that has to sequentially read the content of the table;• 
a braille reader, that also sequentially scans the table;• 
a browser with a very small display (like a PDA or a cellular phone) that shows only a limited portion
of the table.

• 

In all these cases the user has to mentally remember the context of the cell (which row and which column does
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it refer to?). This requirement may be too strong, for example, when the table is large, when the user is under
stress, or is impatient to find the needed information.

Consider also that in these situations users might not be able to move directly from one cell of the table to any
other. They are constrained to move sequentially, from one cell to its neighbors only (for example within the
same row).

Layout table, on the other hand, are not used to convey information and therefore they don't need to be
accessible. Notice however that W3C suggests to use styles to layout the content of a page: positioning things
with styles.

Notice also that layout tables are linearized by non−graphical browsers, that is the content of their cells are
shown in the sequence they appear in the HTML file. This means that if they are buttons, they may be shown
in a sequence that is far from being usable. See a detailed discussion.

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on tables in general;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the TH and TD elements;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on table rendering by various types of browsers;• 
the W3C/WAI on how to make accessible data tables;• 
a detailed discussion on linearizing layout tables;• 
you can also check how tables are linearized by using the LIFT Online service that presents a page as
would be displayed by the lynx textual browser.

• 

Test: No LONGDESC for spacer IMG

Failed issue Priority: 3 Guideline: 508(a)
WCAG(1.1)

Description:

Image has a longdesc attribute even though it appears that the image role in the page if decorative only.

Such images should not have any long description.

List of issues:

(line: 48) Spacer image has an un−needed longdesc attribute.
LONGDESC="Ved Ã¥ fÃ¸lge denne pekeren hopper du rett til dokumentets begynnelse, og slipper
Ã¥ taste deg gjennom standardpekerne som utgjÃ¸r primÃ¦rnavigasjonen for UiOs nettsted"
/visuell−profil/grafikk/hvit.gif

• 

How to fix:

Remove the LONGDESC attribute from the IMG element.
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Explanation:

The longdesc attribute can be used to provide a long description of the associated image that would not fit in
the ALT attribute. This may be needed, for example, if the image represents a chart, a diagram, whose
explanation may be rather long.

However, for images that are used only for decorative purposes, such a long description is useless, and people
using browsers that take advantage of that feature will find it distracting.

Learn More:

the HTML 4.0 standard on the IMG tag;• 
the HTML 4.0 standard on the longdesc attribute;• 
the W3C on how to define the longdesc attribute;• 
some examples about LONGDESC and D−links;• 
the W3C on how to define the ALT attribute.• 
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